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stance: that gilding and trappings should remain when
that which they were meant to deck and clothe has de-
parted. So our sloth or our timidity, not seeing that
whatever is false must be also bad, maintains in being
what once was good long after it has become helpless and
hopeless: so now at the close of the eighteenth century,
strings of sounding titles were all that was left of the
Empire which Charles had founded, and Frederick
adorned, and Dante sung.

The German mind, just beginning to put forth the
blossoms of its wondrous literature, turned away in disgust
from the spectacle of ceremonious imbecility more than
Byzantine. National feeling seemed gone from princes
and people alike. Of Frederick the Great, of Joseph II,
there is no need to speak, but even Lessing, who did
more than any one else to create the German literary
spirit, says, ' Of the love of country I have no concep-
tion : it appears to me at best a heroic weakness which
I am right glad to be without*.' There were never-
theless persons who saw how fatal such a system was,
lying like a nightmare on the people's soul. Speaking
of the union of princes formed by Frederick of Prussia
to preserve the existing condition of things, Johannes
von Miiller writes ?: ' If the German Union serves for
nothing better than to maintain the status quo, it is against
the eternal order of God, by which neither the physical
nor the moral world remains for a moment in the status
quo, but all is life and motion and progress. To exist
without law or justice, without security from arbitrary
imposts, doubtful whether we can preserve from day to
day our children, our honour, our liberties, our rights,

* Quoted by Hausser.                   Furstenbunde, quoted in the Stoats

7 Deutschlands Erwartvngenvom   Lexikon.
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